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Submitted, with a heart overflowing with good will, to 
the notice and conſideration of the profeſſors of the 
Chriſtian name, in the different religious ſocieties; 
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« People are rejoiced, and feel much complacency 
in that pomp and high appearance in themſelves, and 
others, which is not conſiſtent with Chriſtian gravity : allo 
in ſhews, which fill the heart with vain ideas, and tend to 
ſtir up impure paſſions.“ | | 
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II has often grieved me to obſerve a 
diſpoſition in my neighbours and ac- 
quaintance, to attend the plays and at- 
ſemblies, and other places of publick 
entertainment, more eſpecially at a time 
when we are called upon, by the almoit 
unparalleled afflictions which at preſent 
attend a neighbouring nation, and the 
late viſitation of by ſickneſs, 
among thoſe who are more nearly allied 
AS: OS 


5, 


to us,“ to be ſober-minded, and amend 
our ways; as the like may be permitted 
to reach us, if our tranſgreſſions ſhould 
ſo increaſe as to require ſuch chaſtife- 


ment. 


I would have us diſpoſed to ſeek the 
favour and bleſſing of the Almighty, by az 
breaking oft from our ſins; and ordering S 
our lives, through his aſſiſtance, in great 4 
ſobriety and temperance ; rather than in- 
dulging ourſelves in vain ſhews, which ; 

tend to unfit for the concerns of immor- 
tal ſpirits: whoſe happineſs conſiſts in 

the practice of virtue, and a near ap- 

proach to that.Sovereign Good, without 

whoſe favour no happineſs can be ex- 
peerienced. 
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* The city of Philadelphia is here meant, where 

' upwards of zoco of the inhabitants died by a ſick- 
neſs not much different the plague, in the 
ſpace of a few months 55 
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I Though the entertainments of the 
3 ſtage continue to be uſed, as though they 
were neceſſary to the well-being of a 
people, and are not diſallowed by the 
law of the land; I can venture to ſay, 
they are diſallowed by the law of right- 
eouſneſs placed in our minds; and are 
contrary to the nature of the religion we 
profeſs, and the injunctions of thoſe ſa- 
cred records we ſo much place our de- 
pendance upon, as a rule of our faith 
and practice. We ſhall find nothing in 
the practice or precepts of Chriſt (the 
great example and high prieſt of our 
profeſſion) or in the writings of his 
apoſtles, to countenance theſe diverſions ; 
but inſtead of it, a conſtant watchfulneſs 
recommended. So that it will not he 
ealy to open any part of the New Teſta- 
ment, without meeting with paſſages which 
tend to ſhew us the neceſſity of uſing our 
endeavours to be prepared for a removal 
from this ſcene of action: in which, 
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whilſt we are doubtful concerning many 
things; and ſee only in part, as to the 
wonderful productions of nature, and the 
conduct of the great Author of our be- 

ing, in the formation of man, and the 
earth he inhabits; we are certain as 
to the teſtimony of our conſcience ; which 
informs us of the way we ſhould walk, 


and what tends to promote the peace of 


our minds, and the favour of heaven; 
as the prophet declares, «© God hath 

„ ſhewed thee, O man, what is good: 
& and what doth the Lord require of 
<< thee, but to do juſtly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with thy God?“ 


N 


Let us be awakened by the intimations 
of decay, which we feel, from time to 
time, in ourſelves, and the frequent ob- 


jects of mortality placed before us. They 


ought to be regarded as calls to prepare 
for our removal. The time of ſick- 
neſs, and great bodily weakneſs, is not 

the 


3 time to be depended ho, for working: 
4 out our ſalvation, with fear and tremb- 
3 ling, as the apoſtle adviſcs ; FY but rather a 

dime when our greateſt comfort ſhould 
be to look back upon the former part of 

our lives, and conſider the ſacrifices of 
love and obedience we have made to the 
great Author of our being; and how 

Z | we have endeavoured: to walk before 

W him (through the aſſiſtance of his good 
ſpirit) in all holineſs of life and conver- 

ſation, with a perfect heart. Even then 

a | we have nothing to depend upon but the 

mercies of a gracious God, through his 

a Son Jeſus Chriſt, who. remembers our 

WW weakneſs, and has. ſent help to us; if we 
are willing to receive it, and make uſe: 
OF It. ant ie i DO ye Ons 


But what will become of thoſe, who, 
neglecting this great ſalvation, perſiſt in 
ti the indulgence of vain inclinations, being 
1 een of pieature! more than lovers of 
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To ſpeak freely, I can "M nothing in 
theſe aſſemblies, or in the diſcourſes of 
e, which has 4 rendency to pro- 
mote the practice of piety, or a E 
ez bott, n de Söufr ay, 
weaken the Beſt reſolutions ary 
to am 
Xorth or hves. with many in 
aces, who ate diſpoſed for 
Py we are in danger of being brought 
to lay aſide the reſtraints of religion, by 
nch only we can be kept in the bonnds 
ration. 1 would therefore 
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and all into whoſe hands ay may 


Come, to decline che practice of attend- 
42 | ing them, if they have at any ume in- 
adulged themſelves in it. I think it moſt 
| of all unſuitable for the miniſters of re- 
ligion to countenance thefe entertain - 


ments, by their preſence, or in any other 
way. I would warn them to keep at a 
diſtance, leſt harms ſhould come which 
they may not expect. No example, how- 
ever, of others (in whatever ſtation they 
may be) ſhould draw us to a conformity 
in things which our conſcience diftates 
not to be expedient nor ſafe for us. If we 
ſhould tranſgreſs the rule of virtue and 
Holineſs placed in our minds, as a di- 
rection and help to us in our paſſage 
through life; who knows but we may be 
left to follow the devices of a wicked 
1 3 heart, till great miſchief comes? The 
= conteſt with evil inclinations muſt be 
kept up, or we ſhall foon be loſt to what 
is good for us here, and will prove of 

— Hh eyer- 
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everlaſting advantage hereafter... If we if 
indulge in the pleaſures of this world, 
we muſt part with the peace and inward 9 
complaceney of a converſation ordered 
in God's fear: which may be called his 
kingdom, here begun on earth, in the 
hearts of thoſe who follow him in the 2 
way of his leadings. ; 


Annen eonffleration makes me dif- | 
_ approve of the cuſtom ; which is, that i 
few, if any, attend the play-houſe from | : 
religious motives, to be inſtructed and 3 . 
benefited as to their moral conduct; but, 
J am apprehenſive people go, for the 
moſt part, with a view of being enter- 
tained, and diverted by ludicrous ſhewvs 
and diſcourſes, and other performances 
which tend to enervate the mind. If the 
advice of the apoſtle is regarded © to 
- + abſtain from all appearance of evil,“ 
[| we ſhall keep away from thefe nur- 
. ſeries of vice, and find a more rational 
'F | and 


=P ( . ) 
3 and Chriſtian-like way of When our 


3 time. 
1 would further obſerve, that we cannot 
Vith ſafety conclude, that, becauſe theſe 
Nentertainments have been long in uſe, 
and are become general, they are there- 
fore allowable. If any cuſtoms of thoſe 
who lived before us appear to be incon- 
ſiſtent with the religion we make pro- 
keſhon of, it will be right to lay them 
aſide. The frame of the human mind is 
ſuch as to admit of improvement from 
| ape to age; ſo that things which were 
W practiſed in former times, are now ſeen 
co be improper, and are no longer in uſe, 
as might be ſhewn in many inſtances : and 
ve are ready to wonder how men could 
be ſo void of a right underſtanding, as not 
do {ce the impropriety of ſuch conduct. 


Thus I truſt it will be in ſome future 
_ with * to ſtage entertain- 
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ments, 


Chriſtian name, and be no longer in uſe. 


_ comfort, in a proſpect of the increaſing 


140 


the inconſiſtency of them ſhould | 
not be ſeen by us of the preſent age. As 
light and truth riſe, like the ſun, on 
the minds of people, and they are obe- 
dient to them in ſucceeding times; theſe, 
with ſome other things will be removed 
from ſtates and nations profeſſing the 


This is my belief; which affords me 


happineſs which may attend ſome future 
generation. 45 


Bat however it may be in ſucceeding 
times, we are to attend to the diſcove- 
ries of truth in the preſent time; and as 
any information or warning comes to us, 
it will not be ſafe haſtily to reject it, be- 
cauſe it not in the way our reaſon 
may ſuggeſt, or may be contrary to the 
ſentiments we have of things, from pre- 
es of education, or otherwiſe. We 
thould remember, many diſcoveries of | 
1 5 | cru 
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46 
anch haye been made by means of inſtry- 


WW 6s, weak in the fight of men, and of 
4 | tow condition in this world, buy favoured 
vy heaven wich wiſdom beyond many gf 
weir fellow-creatures : and much good 


wopld have come from their inſtructions, 


1 
1 - 
_— 
_ 
'  * #7 nes . 
_ 
20 had the bee re ed 
2 q - a „ 8 
* 438 a - 9 
* 1 
1 . \ p K 4 — 4 k : 
©, _—_ * 4 6 a — * _ "I | — — # «< * 
SS 
1 5 
4 A 
1 £ 
* f » 


I ſpeak this, that there may he a diſ- 
poſition to receive what is propoſed far 
our good. It is well known we muſt be 
removed from this ſtate of trial, and that 


it often happens in a yay and time which 


are not expected. We are allo aſſured 
there is a future ſtate, in which the moſt 
excellent part of us will exiſt through un- 
numbered ages; and that there are 
Joys prepared, as the reward of virtuous 
conduct; and unſpeakable forraw for 
thoſe ak err from the path of virtue; 
according to the mercy and juſtice of he 
great Ruler of the univerſe. Such thoughts 
_ make us delirous of ſpending our 
days 
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44 DG much leſs a Chriſtian, na- 


ii . 
days in the fear of God; waiting, with 
a humble hope of being admitted into 
his preſence, to join the aſſembly of the 
righteous of all generations. But if the 
God who made us is not in our thoughts, 
but rather an anxious purſuit after the 
periſhing enjoyments and pleaſures of this 
life; what ſhall we have to depend 
upon, when they are taken from us! 
How ſhall the void be filled up in our 
minds, when the world, and all that is 
in it, ſinks under our feet; and leaves us 
without thoſe comforts we have been 
uſed to draw our ſupport from 


I am inclined to add the ſentiments of 
ſome excellent perſons in times paſt on 
this ſubject, in hopes their judgment may WE 
tend to check theſe indulgencies. 

Archbiſhop Tillotſon ſays of plays: 

They are not fit to be admitted in 


66 tion. 


LL TEES 
7 


* lewd and diſſolute practices 


67 


tion; They do moſt notorionſly miniſter 
to vice and infidelity.” By their pro- 
faneneſs they are apt to inſti} bad prin- 


ciples into the minds of men, and to 
leſſen that awe and reverence which 


all men ought to have of God and re- 


ligion: and by their lewdneſs they 
teach vice, and are apt to infect the 
minds of men, and diſpoſe them to 
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Another writer denied Thoſe 
who think that plays make no ill im- 
preſſion on them, becauſe they do not 
find them excite any formed evil de- 
fire, deceive themſelves greatly. There 
are many degrees before one comes to 


an entire corruption of mind; and it 
is always hurtful to the ſoul, to deſtroy 


the ramparts which ſecured it from 


temptation. One does not begin to 
< fall when the fall becomes ſenſfible. 
a The wg of the foul are ſlow; they 
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* Þy conſequence, they are extremely 
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have pro and prepaxatians, 
We may be overcome by a temptation, 
only by having weakened gurſelves 
in eccations which ſeemed of no im- 
portanee: he who deſpifes finall things 
ſhall fall by little and little. Let not 

ofe. who do not find that romances 
and plays excite in their minds thoſe 
paſſions which are apprehended from 
them, ' think themſelves therefore in 


ſafety; and let them not imagine theſe 
Dooks. and fights have done them no 
hurt. 

gut ſuppoſing it true, that plays 
nave n0 W upon ſome perſons, 
y cannot, however, think them- 


and corrupted ; and to 


8 7 85 „ dan- 
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= dangerous. 'Tis their 5 you'll ſays 
E 4 to go to them in that ſtate. That 8 true, 


but you authorize them by your ex- 
re van genen 59 make them 
ock on plays as 2 thing indifferent; 
dhe more regular you are in other àec- 


duns, the bolder they are to imitate 
_ cc you in this Lou are acceſſary then 10 
« their fin; and if plays give you 0 
wounds of themſelves, - you. wound 
= < yourſelves by thoſe which: others re- 
== < ccive from your example; and thus 
e you are the moſt guilty. Let it be con- 
% ſidered.” | 


Nothing better fhews the. danger of 
plays, and how much they are forbidden 
to Chriſtians, than their oppoſition to the 
ſtate of mind in which we ought to en- 
deavour to eſtabliſh ourſelves, by conti- 
nual requeſts for preſervation. For temp- 
dadons . in a Manner are. 
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( 29 ) 
prayer, which is the remedy 1 chem, 
k to be ſo too. 


It appears by writings of the Chriſtians 
in the firſt ages of the church, that they 
conſidered the entertainments of the ſtage 
contrary to their profeſſion, and wholly 
unlawful for them. It will be well for 
us to conſider, if they are any more al- 
lowable to us of the preſent time, who 
are called by the ſame name, and profeſs 
td be reformed from the ſuperſtition and 


other groſs practices of a Th on 


church. 


One of the early writers thus n 
himſelf: 


_ Many imagine it is not certain there 
© 1s any ſin in going to the play; but, 


« whatever they may think of it, plays 
< do certainly cauſe abundance of evil: 
for che pleaſure that is taken in them 
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which do inſenſibly lead to im 


produces all ſorts. of: debauchery. We 


are not only obliged: to avoid fin, but 


we ought alſo ro ſhun thoſe things 


- * 


He adds, 


& It is not fit for us to paſs our time 
in diverſions and-entertainments, which 


are only fit for players. This is by 


no means the ſpirit of thoſe who are 


called to an eternal kingdom; whole 


names are written in the celeſtial city, 


and. profeſs a. ſpiritual warfare. It is 


fatan who has made an art of theſe 
diverſions to draw away the ſoldiers 
of Jeſus Chriſt to himſelf, and to re- 
lax the vigour of their virtue. For 
this end he has cauſed . theatres to be 
erected in publick places; and makes 
uſe of them to infect, as with a plague, 
the whole city. St. Paul has forbid 
fooliſh jeſting, and whatever tends to 

'« vain 
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Et vam diverſion ; but fatzn per Fade ti 
® r9 lope dom the one aue the other,” 


A writer of great note, and general 
eſteem, of later times, ſays, 


< The hearts of men are ſo perverſe 
de and bind, that they imagine the world 
* to be in full felicity, when the in» 
ee habitants of ir think of nothing but 

c adorning and embelſhingtheir houſes, 
ee whilſt they take no notice of the ruin 
+ of their ſouls ; when magniftcent the- 
c atres are built, and the foundations of 
ce virtue thrown down; when the abun» 
e dance of the rich maintains the luxury 


* of players, whilſt the poor want what 


c jg neceſſary for their ſabſiftance. If 
« God permits theſe diſorders to pre- 
ce vail, and leaves theſe crimes umpuniſh- 
c ed, *tis then he may be faid to puniſh 
e them moſt ſeverely; but when by 
"0 ton — Are Kcreafe- and 


* exceſs 


183 
| « ekecſßs of voluptuouliith zad dp. 


ce ti6h, however Contrary to our Ublites, | 
ws ir i an effect ef Vis merey.“ 


Having made theſe remarks. e dhe 
Mag entertamments Which are fo uch 
attended to, in the preſent time, (in my 
apprehenſion to the great hurt of th 
nation, both in its civil and religious ca- 
puch), and eaſed my thihd à Witte of the 

weight which 1 have felt bn this account; 
1 1 fal proceed to fay ſomething concert. 
ing the diſpoſtion Yor reading Novels, 
and other books cateulated te ufferd di- 
verſion and entertainment; the fale ud 
hire of which make a confiderdble part 
of the buſmeſs of a bookſeller, a moſt 
parts of the nation. The have which 
attends the 'Feading 'thefe VYooks is He 
to be great, to che youth an particular ; 
who, inſtead of being formed to che 
practice of religion and wärtue, and du 
ſtructed in a Gkxiſtian- e conduct, / 


frequent 


( 24 ) 


frequent reading the Holy Scriptures, 
and other excellent writings which may 
tend to form good principles, have their 
minds filled with ideas of vanity and 
lightneſs, and are ready to forget the 
obligation of a humble walking in the 
fear of God, in a land from which * 
muſt foop, be removed! e 


11 Chriſtia an an. were cahibited 
in theſe compoſitions, with a view to 
promote the intereſts of religion and piety 
(which J fear is ſeldom the caſe) - there 
would be the leſs objection to them; but 
when it appears they are intended merely 
for the purpoſe of amuſement, and rather 
to baniſh ſerious thoughts and reflec- 
tions, than to ſtrengthen them in us; it 
gives room to fear great harm will come 
from this method of ſpending our pre- 
cious time: much the ſame as by ſeeing 
and hearing the actions and ſpeeches of 
the ſtage; and ought to be equally ayoid- Wl 
| ed 


ED. 
ed by thoſe who deſire to be helped in 
au the ways of promoting their beſt in- 
ereſts, and to be preſerved from the 
W contamitiating evils of a wicked world. 


I would alſo caution againſt reading 
$ ſome publications of the prefent time, 
F | which, under a ſpecious appearance, tend 
o ſubvert the doctrines of Chriſtianity; 
ÞY by a prefumpruous abuſe of reaſon, and 
Z by vain diſputations, after the rudiments 
of the world, and not after Chriſt. 


4 Having ſaid thus much on ſome cuſ- 
toms of the preſent time, which have a 


HY tendency to lay waſte the obligations of 


religion, and lead from that humility and 
3 fear, which are the ornaments of the 
= Chriſtian profeſſion; I am inclined to 
We cake notice of the great neglect which ap- 
pears amongſt us, both in thoſe of high 
and low degree, in attending places of 
Vorſhip, on the day appointed by the 
uss of the land for this purpoſe. 


(a6 ) 


If the number of ſervants who are em. 
ployed to prepare our food, to ornament 
our perſons, and provide for our travel. 
ling from one place to another, on this 
day, were rightly conſidered ; it would fil 
our minds with ſympathy, for fo many of 
our fellow creatures, who are thus de- 
prived of the opportunity of publick in- 
ſtruction; and it is to be feared have little, 
if any, afforded them at other times. If 
xt is true that we often want to be re- 
minded of our duty, and that even with 
frequent inſtruction we are apt to deviate | 
from a virtuous conduct; how is it like 
to be with this numerous claſs of the 
people, who are left in a neglected tate, 
1 as if they had no other part to provide 
+ for than their periſhing bodies; nor any 
,- other concern than what relates to the 
4 preſent lite and its enjoyments ? Whereas, 
it is certainly known, they have ſouls to 
be ſaved or loſt, and are in the ſame 
| awful ſtate of trial with thoſe they ſerve. 
| God 
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God has declared by his prophet, ** The 


| 
? = << ſouls of men are his, as the ſoul of the 


% Father, fo alſo the foul of the Son is 
“mine; the ſoul that ſinneth it ſhall die.“ 


I would not be thought to place ſo 
nuch ſtreſs upon the attending of publick 
4 worſhip on certain days of the week, as 
0 inſinuate that it will make amends for 
che miſconduct of other days; or that the 
obſervance of any rites or ceremonies, 
3 will be available to obtain the favour of 
Heaven, whilſt we remain in a ſtate of 
| tranſgreſſion, and are violating the righte- 
Wy ous law of God written in our hearts. 


Loet us mourn for the condition of 
WE thouſands of our fellow creatures, who 
are left in a great meaſure deſtitute of 
W outward inſtruction, wallowing in the 
mire of fin and pollution without reſtraint ; 
W unleſs they are ſtopped in their courſe by 
* Ezek, xviii, 4. 
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(8 +) 
the immediate viſitation of Heaven: 
the means of help and itiftraftion are to g 
be made uſe of. 9 


I conſider the ſtate of many, who arc 
employed in the different manufactorie Wl 
and trades of the nation, as workmen, U 
who are no further under the direction of Wi 
their maſters, than to do the work ap. 1 
pointed them, and receive their wages; | 
how they ſpend much of their time in 
publick houſes, and contract habits of M 


injury of their health: ſo that num. Wi 
bers are brought to their graves who B 
might have lived many more Fears, i 
and been uſeful members of ſociety, 
Had they conducted themſelves by the I 
rules of reaſon and religion, and kept i 
within the limits of temperance. Having 
been in the practice of ſpending much of 
their time in theſe houſes, on W 1 
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WW, the week, they have no comfort in 
ending a place of pub! ick worſhip on 
Duc day appointed for this purpoſe; but, 


ill reſort to the place where they have 


een uſed to gratify their appetites, to 


aſſociate with ſuch as are like minded, to 


We cjoice and be merry, to the endangering 
beir peace and happineſs in the preſent 
ie, and in the life which is to come. 


What words can be uſed to expreſs the 


arms which proceed from this conduct, 
or only io themſelves, but to all with 
hom they are connected; and to the na- 
on at large, whoſe ſins are accumulated 
by che undue liberties of individuals ! 


Have we not room to expect, that after 
much long ſuffering: of the great Ruler of 
the univerſe, and many warnings: given, to 
an offending people, great troubles may 
come as the chaſtiſement of wickedneſs 
perſiſted in, and not repented of? In the 
ee of a brother and friend, I would 
requeſt 
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requeſt of thoſe who are in the higher 7 
ſtations, of heads of families, and ruler, 
in the land, that they would come forward 
by their example, to ſtop the increaſing 
diſſipation and undue liberties which are 
taken in many reſpects, to the great di. 
honour of the Chriſtian name ! 


As my intention in the preceding rc. 
marks is to recommend the practice of 
that which will promote the peace and 
proſperity of .individuals as well as fami- | 
lies, both as to their temporal concerns, 
i. and alſo thoſe comforts which are of | 
1 ö everlaſting duration, I am the more free | 
to make them publick, and the leſs afraid 
of giving offence. And my requeſt to 
the Author of all good (whoſe favour is 
i above all things to be ſought for, though 
\F it be with the loſs of many ſenſual grati- 
fications) is, that his bleſſing may attend I 
the weak endeavour of his ſervant, to. 
promote the cauſe of religion and virtue: i 
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and that the attention of ſome incon- 
ſiderate minds may be turned to thoſe 
concerns which have a tendency to pre- 
W pare us for a removal from this tranſient 
f ſtate, to a happy Eternity. 
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